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Rules and Criteria for Judging Oral Competitions

Judges:  Please familiarize yourselves with these sheets before permitting competition to begin.

General Information

1. Judge entries solely on the quality of spoken French. Competition (except group choral) is limited to non-native speakers of French. If in doubt, speak directly to the student involved after the skit.
2. Costumes, props, and originality of the selection are not to influence the score given.

3. Score entries in each category from 0 (lowest) to 10 (highest).

4. Prompting from the audience is not permitted.  Disqualify participants if there is any prompting.

5. Songs are not permitted in individual presentations.  They are allowed in group skits if the singing is incidental to the plot and kept to a minimum.

6. Time each performance.  For all performances, with the exception of Extemporaneous Reading, timing begins with the first spoken word and ends with a bow. Record the time on the judging sheet.  If the minimum time is not met, or the maximum time is exceeded, up to 10 points may be deducted from the Time Management category based on the sliding scale below.  Time limits are as follows:

a. Individual
Levels I & II:
1-3 minutes

Level III:
2-4 minutes

Level IV:
3-5 minutes

b. Group 

Levels I & II:
4-6 minutes

Level III: 
5-7 minutes

Level IV:    
6-8 minutes

c. Choral 

5 minutes
Time Management Scale

	Seconds  Over/Under
	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20
	21-25
	26-30
	31-35
	36-40
	41-45
	46

	Points

Deducted
	0

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


Scoring and Awards

1. Fill in each blank on the score sheet, using a zero if necessary.  Do not leave any categories blank.

2. Tally all points from all judges’ sheets, subtract any time penalty, and then apply the percentages to determine which clubs will receive awards. (see Computation Sheet)

3. For each event, participants will be awarded Bien, Très Bien, Supérieur, or Grand Prix.

a. If any entry scores so high that it would mathematically prevent a Très Bien from being given for that competition, it shall be awarded a Grand Prix.

b. Calculations for the other ratings will be taken from the next highest score.

4. As judges you may also choose to bestow the following additional awards, irrespective of points scored:

Best Theme-Related Selection – Was the selection the best portrayal of this year’s Convention theme?


(Awarded to one selection only)

Best Presentation of Traditional Material (Awarded to one selection only)
Most Humorous (Awarded to one selection only)
Originality - On the basis of cleverness, audience reaction, innovative use of language, etc., please award points (0 low to 10 high) in the space provided for Originality scoring. More than one entry may receive this award.

Honorable Mention is another discretionary award to be given to a group for a skit that does not receive any other award, but is worthy of recognition.  More than one entry may receive this award.

Judges’ Criteria and Score Sheet for All Oral Competitions

Competition / Level

__________________________________________      /     _________________

Selection Number / Name
_______________     /     ____________________________________________

Evaluation Scale: 0 (low) to 10 (high).  Please remember to judge solely on the quality of spoken French!
Pronunciation:









______

Correct French phonemes: u, ou, i sounds, nasals, etc.

Fluency:









______

Sentences and phrases sound like sense units; unrelated to speed.

Clarity and Enunciation:







______

Can hear the competitor(s) clearly.


Intonation:









______

Use of correct French stress.

Level of Language: 








______

The difficulty of the selection is at least appropriate to the competition level.  (Example: A selection for advanced competition should contain advanced grammatical and idiomatic structures.)

*Preparation:  (*Omit for Extemporaneous Reading & Level I Individual)

______

A single lapse of memory due to nervousness need not be judged too harshly; however, repeated lapses of memory should be noted.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Timed Length of Performance
_______:  _______    (*If minimum time is not reached, or maximum time is (minutes)    (seconds)      exceeded, up to 10 points may be deducted from  the 
                                                                                            Time Management category below according to the scale.)





(OMIT FOR EXTEMPORANEOUS READING)
Time Management Scale  
	Seconds  Over/Under
	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20
	21-25
	26-30
	31-35
	36-40
	41-45
	46

	Points

Deducted
	0

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


            *Time Management:  
-______

TOTAL: 









-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please evaluate this entry separately for originality.  0 (low) to 10 (high).

Originality:









______

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At the conclusion of this series of competitions, please mark any of the following additional awards if merited.

_____ Originality (several may be given if merited)

_____ Best Theme-Related Selection
_____ Best Presentation of Traditional Material

_____ Most Humorous





The following award should not be given in conjunction with any other award:          _____Honorable Mention
Oral Competition Award Ranking Computation Sheet

Use this sheet to compute the awards to be given within a series of competition.

Level:

IA
IB
IIA
IIB
III
IV
Category:
Individual
Group



COMPUTATION & RANKING

1. For each entry, add up the total points scored (sum of all score sheets for a given entry) from each judge.

2. What was the highest composite score awarded in this competition? _________________


        Multiply highest score by .95 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

        Multiply highest score by .85 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

        Multiply highest score by .80 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

**Grand Prix ranking should be awarded if a competitor’s score would knock all others out of the prizes in that competition.  To know if this is the case, you must first calculate scores as prescribed above.  If no other prizes are mathematically possible because of the extremely high score of the Supérieur, remove that Supérieur, award it the Grand Prix, and redo the computations above using the next highest composite score.

Judges’ Criteria and Score Sheet for Choral Competitions

Competition / Level

__________________________________________      /     _________________

Selection Number / Name
_______________     /     ____________________________________________

Please circle (for Choral):
Solo/Duet
Solo with Backup 
Group

Evaluation Scale: 0 (low) to 10 (high).  Please remember to judge solely on the quality of spoken French!
Pronunciation:









______

Correct French phonemes: u, ou, i sounds, nasals, etc.

Fluency:









______

Sentences and phrases sound like sense units; unrelated to speed.

Clarity and Enunciation:







______

Is clearly heard and understood.


Intonation:









______

Uses correct French stress patterns.

Musicality: 









______

Demonstrates musical ability.

*Preparation:  









______

A single lapse of memory due to nervousness need not be judged too harshly; however, repeated lapses of memory should be noted.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Timed Length of Performance
_______ :  _______    (*If minimum time is not reached, or maximum  time is (minutes)    (seconds)      exceeded, up to 10 points may be deducted from  the 
                                                                                            Time Management category below according to the scale.)

Time Management Scale

	Seconds  Over/Under
	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20
	21-25
	26-30
	31-35
	36-40
	41-45
	46

	Points

Deducted
	0

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


            *Time Management:  
-______

TOTAL: 










-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please evaluate this entry separately for originality.  0 (low) to 10 (high).

Originality:









______

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At the conclusion of this series of competitions, please mark any of the following additional awards if merited.

_____ Originality (several may be given if merited)

_____ Best Theme-Related Selection
_____ Best Presentation of Traditional Material

_____ Most Humorous





The following award should not be given in conjunction with any other award:          _____Honorable Mention
Choral Competition Award Ranking Computation Sheet

Use this sheet to compute the awards to be given within a series of competition.

Category:
Solo/Duet




Solo with Backup



Group


COMPUTATION & RANKING

1. For each entry, add up the total points scored (sum of all score sheets for a given entry) from each judge.

2. What was the highest composite score awarded in this competition? _________________


        Multiply highest score by .95 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

        Multiply highest score by .85 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

        Multiply highest score by .80 (round to nearest whole) = __________________

**Grand Prix ranking should be awarded if a competitor’s score would knock all others out of the prizes in that competition.  To know if this is the case, you must first calculate scores as prescribed above.  If the top competitor’s score is so high that a Très Bien is mathematically impossible, you will award it a Grand Prix and compute the rest of the prizes based on the second highest score.
Judges’ Sheet: Addenda
Please check all that apply. This will be valuable feedback for the competitors and sponsors.

Positive Comments:

____ entertaining

____ creative

____ well-organized

____ effective use of props and costumes

____ good use of participants (type-casting, the students seem to “fit” their roles)

____ well-researched (for example, accurate or substantive things were said about history or 

         literature)

____ good voice projection

____ effective use of stage space (blocking) which contributes to the students’ being heard

____ good French gestures

For Improvement:

____ enunciation too rapid, making the speech unintelligible

____ too many memory lapses, seemed unprepared

____ too soft-spoken, audience couldn’t hear well

____ choice of material: too easy for this level

____ choice of material: too difficult for this level

____ presentation was too short

____ performers didn’t appear to grasp the meaning of the spoken French

____ some individual performers were weak

____ inappropriate use of American gestures (example: the raising of shoulders means “I don’t 

         know in the U.S. but “I don’t care” in France)

Linguistic Interference from English:

____ words that do not exist in French

____ expressions that do not exist in French

____ English intonation patterns

____ Americanized diphthongs

____ misplaced stress

____ uneven syllabification
AFFC Scholarship Committee Judges’ Sheet

	Student Name


	

	French Average


	

	Grade Point Average


	

	French Club Member


	

	Oral Ability

(Pronunciation, Intonation, Grammar use, Vocabulary)

1 (low) to 10 (high)


	

	Composition/Essay

(Verb usage, Spelling, Agreements, Word order, Idiomatic expressions)

1 (low) to 10 (high)


	

	Overall Student Impression


	

	Total Points


	

	Comments


	


Judges’ Sheet: Poster I (Original Art) #______

Please evaluate each entry by assigning a score from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) in each of the following 4 categories: 

	Originality

Creative presentation and/or idea


	

	Authenticity

Accurately represents Francophone culture


	

	Attractiveness

Visually appealing and neat


	

	Content

Relates to theme


	

	Total Points


	

	Comments


	


Judges’ Sheet: Poster II (Collage, Pictures, etc.) #______

Please evaluate each entry by assigning a score from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) in each of the following 4 categories: 

	Originality

Creative presentation and/or idea


	

	Authenticity

Accurately represents Francophone culture


	

	Attractiveness

Visually appealing and neat


	

	Content

Relates to theme


	

	Total Points


	

	Comments


	


Judges’ Sheet: Scrapbook #______

Please evaluate each entry by assigning a score from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) in each of the following 4 categories: 

	Originality

Creative presentation and/or idea


	

	Authenticity

Reflects the year’s activities; accurately represents Francophone culture


	

	Attractiveness

Visually appealing and neat


	

	Language Use

Written in French


	

	Total Points


	

	Comments


	


Judges’ Sheet: Exhibit #______

Please evaluate each entry by assigning a score from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) in each of the following 4 categories: 

	Originality

Creative presentation and/or idea


	

	Authenticity

Accurately represents Francophone culture


	

	Attractiveness

Visually appealing and neat


	

	Accuracy

Information correct; grammar/spelling


	

	Total Points


	

	Sources


	

	Comments


	


} Bien  range





} Très Bien  range





} Supérieur  range





} Supérieur  range





} Très Bien  range





} Bien  range





Notes for French Convention Judges       





Delivered before competitions begin on Convention morning by President and Secretary Club Sponsors  


                                                                                               


Thank you so much for your willingness to participate in this very important event.  Your interest in and enthusiasm for Alabama high school French students is evident by your presence; thank you for your dedication.  





The purpose of oral competition is to motivate and encourage students at all stages of their language development to experiment and improve their pronunciation and fluency while having fun.





Students should be judged on the quality of the spoken French.  See judging sheet for criteria.





Group competitions differ from individual competitions in that you must consider the quality of the spoken French from all characters.  Reward the overall correctness of speech from the entire cast instead of from one outstanding or one weak actor.  





Remember that most students have worked for weeks on their lines and that French Convention is a motivational tool for high school teachers.  Listen to all the pieces in a category before you award the highest point count and adjust scores as needed.  It is permissible to consult with your colleagues.  Please use the comment sheets to help the students understand what they can do better.





Give only one “most humorous”, “best presentation of traditional material”, and “best theme-related” award, but as many originality awards as the competition warrants.  Do not give an honorable mention in conjunction with any other award.





You must tally the score sheets yourselves.  Fill in every blank.  An Avanti student will time the piece.  If the competitor(s) is/are over or under the time allowance, you will deduct points using the time management scale provided on the scoring sheet.  Each judge will deduct points if necessary.  Once the highest scoring entry has been determined, it should be placed on top and all others should be placed under it, in order of their scores.





You will use the top score to determine the range of scores that will receive the 3 levels of awards.





.95 x top score = supérieur





.85 x top score = très bien





.80 x top score = bien





If the top competitor’s score is so high that a Très Bien is mathematically impossible, you will award it a Grand Prix and compute the rest of the prizes based on the second highest score.





Again, thank you for your interest in our students and perhaps your future students!




















