Alabama Federation of French Clubs
Criteria for Extemporaneous Reading Competition
French 1: (should be from a French I textbook, not from advanced literature or newspaper)
--difference between “ou” and “u”

--the non pronunciation of most consonants at the end of words.

--pronunciation of the “th” as a “t” and not like in English.

--rule for pronunciation of “g” in front of some vowels:”a””o””u”

--rule for the pronunciation of “c” as “k” in front of some vowels:”a””o”’u”

--effect of the “cedilla” on the “c”

--a reading not too scattered, not too cut.

--the pronunciation of the links

--the silent “e”

--the reading of simple numbers

--the reading of the military time

--Difference between the sound “un” and “en”

--Pronunciation of “s” as a strong “s” (ex: in words ending in “-tion”) or as a “z”(such as in “desert”)

tenses limited to present, near future

French 2: 

--everything for French 1

--the reading of dates, phone numbers…

--good rhythm while reading

--tone and respect of the punctuation (pause, breathing…)

--almost no mistake on the pronunciation of consonants or not at the end of words

--pronunciation of the sound: ”oi”

--pronunciation of the “r”

--not a strong American accent

--Pronunciation of both ordinal and cardinal numbers.

--Pronunciation of metric quantity etc (ex:metre, millegramme…):know how to recognize them when they are written “gr” / “km”/ etc

In addition to the tenses used in French I, tenses should be limited to imparfait, passé composé, recent past,

French 3:

--Everything for French 1 and 2

--pronunciation of countries and states

--know how to read long words such as hippopotame, sympathique…

--know how to pronounce and read a percentage

--a good rhythm with not too many stops or interruptions should be expected from a student in French 3.

French 4 

--everything for French 1, 2 and 3.

--readers for French 4 should read clearly, with a nice fluidity and good respect of intonation and punctuation

--should be able to give character to their reading if it happens to be an extract from a dialogue for example

--Know how to read words that they have never seen before by respecting some phonetic rules.

--the texts might not be longer but might include more complicated sentences, words etc(for example, a student might have to read a sentence using many “f” and “s” so the student will have to be careful and clear 

--be able to read longer texts

--Intonation and giving character to the reading should matter

--There should not be too many hesitations

--Reading some tenses in the passé simple should not be a problem for French 4 students who should recognize and apply all the rules of the pronunciation they have learned in the previous years.
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